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The German Research System

Source: www.research-in-germany.org
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German Research Foundation

European Union 
(Horizon 2020:
e.g. ERC Grants
Marie Sklodowska-Curie)

German Academic Exchange Service

German Federation of Industrial Research

• Federal and state governments (BMBF, BMWi, …)

• Foundations (Volkswagen Stiftung, Fritz Thyssen Stiftung, Joachim Herz Stiftung,…)

• Companies (more than two thirds of the annual funds invested in research come from industry)
Source: www.research-in-germany.org

Funding Organisations



Undergrad

PhD

Permanent Professorship 
(W2/W3) 

HAW-
professorship

Postdoc

HAW= University of Applied Sciences

Qualification
(independent) Junior Research Group

Habilitation
Junior/W1 Professorship

Group Leader 

Science 
supporting 

positions
Science 

management / 
Administration

Non-
academic 

job market
Industry, 

non-profit 
sector, etc.

Tenure 
Track

Appoint-
ment

Academic Career Tracks



Attain eligibility 
for 

professorship 

Research & 
teaching 

experiences

Habilitation
• formal qualification, certifies the ability to teach in an academic subject
• 4-6 year period of independent research, teaching, and administrative 

responsibilities,
• treatise or several articles („cumulatively“)
• Dr. habil. 

Juniorprofessor (W1) Jun.-Prof.
• Focus: early independence in research and teaching
• temporary professorships, up to 6 years, some offer tenure track option (W2/ W3) 
• don‘t have to write a habilitation

(Junior) Research Group 
• leading your own research group

Postdoctoral position in industry 

Postdoc Phase (2-4 years)

The Path to Professorship



Walter 
Benjamin

ERC 
Starting 

Grant

Fraun-
hofer-
Attract 

Helmholtz
groups

Leibniz 
Junior 

Research 
Groups

Max Eder 
NWG-

Programm

Max Planck 
Groups

NEXUS 
Carl-Zeiss
-Stiftung

Foundations

Non-university 
Research Institutions

States/ 
Federal

European Research Funding

Lise 
Meitner 

Exzellenz-
programm

Robert 
Bosch 

Stiftung 
Junior-

professur

ERC 
Consoli- 

dator 
Grant

NRW-
Returning 
program

Groups FIS 
(BMAS)

BMBF 
groups

Emmy 
Noether 

Programm HFSP

DFG 
German Research 
Foundation

(Junior) Research Groups



Ministries/
Commis-s

ions

Inter- 
national 
Organisa

-tions
Industry

SME

Publishers

Non-
Profits

Foun- 
dations

Associa-
tions

Research 
Funding 

Institutions

Govern-
ment- 

funded RI

Universities
/UoAS

Public
Business

Nonprofit

Non-
university 

RI
Consult-

ing

Think 
Tanks

Startups/ 
Self-

employ-
ment

Where else can researchers work?



…

Publications
https://www.research-in-germany.org/en/
infoservice/publications.html

More information

https://www.research-in-germany.org/en/infoservice/publications.html
https://www.research-in-germany.org/en/infoservice/publications.html
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elephantinthelab.org

https://elephantinthelab.org/


https://ukrainet.eu/

…

More information

German-Ukrainian Academic Society/ UKRAINET (since 2016): 
ukrainet.eu/the-german-ukrainian-academic-society/

UKRAINET PhD Thesis Presentation Contest 2022, apply by 30 May: 
https://ukrainet.eu/2022/04/07/2022-phd-contest/

#SupportUkraine pages (Worldwide, Europe, by country, and much 
more): https://ukrainet.eu/supportukraine/, incl. 

● Germany, funding organizations: 
https://ukrainet.eu/de-funding-organizations/

● Germany, individual institutions: 
https://ukrainet.eu/de-universities/

● Jobs4Ukraine: https://ukrainet.eu/jobs4ukraine/

Grants and Fellowship Doc

Telegram-Group

https://ukrainet.eu/
https://ukrainet.eu/the-german-ukrainian-academic-society/
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukrainet.eu%2F2022%2F04%2F07%2F2022-phd-contest%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cs.gerber%40academics.de%7C2ebf9cdbbc1347d535fb08da38c8c95d%7Cf6fef55b9aba48ae9c6d7ee8872bd9ed%7C0%7C0%7C637884732498686151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eyX9QQl4pqL7kn03yfab8Bbu90%2F1tZSDt9GExYtYnVQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukrainet.eu%2Fsupportukraine%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cs.gerber%40academics.de%7C2ebf9cdbbc1347d535fb08da38c8c95d%7Cf6fef55b9aba48ae9c6d7ee8872bd9ed%7C0%7C0%7C637884732498686151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jaE%2BvPNWaXaEipcfMl3mIhzoR9bWkauh94VXvrsbah8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukrainet.eu%2Fde-funding-organizations%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cs.gerber%40academics.de%7C2ebf9cdbbc1347d535fb08da38c8c95d%7Cf6fef55b9aba48ae9c6d7ee8872bd9ed%7C0%7C0%7C637884732498686151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYWXwxbqfsoa0cHvnxhQd1FzjWgDJACg9ZwXVwRBnFY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukrainet.eu%2Fde-universities%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cs.gerber%40academics.de%7C2ebf9cdbbc1347d535fb08da38c8c95d%7Cf6fef55b9aba48ae9c6d7ee8872bd9ed%7C0%7C0%7C637884732498686151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GOAYvN7FEvrbYDDC1bEPAVjvmhvKgpPJ2rqpN8BCmzg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukrainet.eu%2Fjobs4ukraine%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cs.gerber%40academics.de%7C2ebf9cdbbc1347d535fb08da38c8c95d%7Cf6fef55b9aba48ae9c6d7ee8872bd9ed%7C0%7C0%7C637884732498686151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xcc4pC%2FrAASl6ozjHIyCN7WdFOI1glD0D7Ji59PMn84%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PPhmlH4eijrRE-veISLjC6u37qsdVqdA5YhyRzYFoJs/edit
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.me%2F%2BPqRi-Eq5BCRiYjZi&data=05%7C01%7Cs.gerber%40academics.de%7C9f9c725fb1c64096f59908da38af80d2%7Cf6fef55b9aba48ae9c6d7ee8872bd9ed%7C0%7C0%7C637884623668949440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1yolRAghme2MvYAV6TKBZx16daTzm1XCGxfCENIUdAU%3D&reserved=0
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More information

https://www.academics.com/job-overview/jobs-researchers-at-risk
 
https://www.academics.com/employer/science-for-ukraine 

https://www.academics.com/job-overview/jobs-researchers-at-risk
https://www.academics.com/job-overview/jobs-researchers-at-risk
https://www.academics.com/employer/science-for-ukraine
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More information

https://www.diejungeakademie.de/neuigkei
ten/detail/mentoring-angebot-der-jungen-
akademie/

https://www.diejungeakademie.de/neuigkeiten/detail/mentoring-angebot-der-jungen-akademie/
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/neuigkeiten/detail/mentoring-angebot-der-jungen-akademie/
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/neuigkeiten/detail/mentoring-angebot-der-jungen-akademie/
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/neuigkeiten/detail/mentoring-angebot-der-jungen-akademie/
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More information

gsonet.org/tbh-conference
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